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Alexander Greenwood (left) and Elric Endersby founded New Jersey Barn Company in 1980. (New Jersey Barn dog Remus is 
pictured on  preceding page.) Their fascination with architectural history led to a business that serves clients from Steven Spielberg 
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history than many architects. “Working on 
Glencairn, a long-neglected property, was 
the best post-undergraduate training we 
could have,” says Greenwood. 

 It was when Endersby and Greenwood 
sold the barn to Spielberg in 1986 that 

jobs and make New Jersey Barn Company 
a full-time business. Since then, they 
estimate they have rebuilt more than 150 
structures.
 Construction and design projects 
have been in New York, Montana, Texas, 
Colorado, North Carolina and California. 
Clients in the Hamptons, Martha’s 
Vineyard and Nantucket were especially 
interested in repurposed barns for pool 
houses, antique cars, restaurants and artist 
studios. There was less interest in New 
Jersey.
 “New Jersey was settled by people 
from different building traditions,” says 
Endersby. “Glencairn was built by the 
Dutch in 1697, and the property was 
bought by the English, who added on to 
it. New England, for example, was settled 
by only one ethnic group, so central New 

Jersey has more diversity in architectural 
forms.”
 With all that they’d learned, Endersby 
and Greenwood wrote two books: BARN: 
The Art of a Working Building (Houghton-

BARN: Preservation 
and Adaptation
the TV series is underway, they plan to do 
a companion book.
 Sometimes they will disassemble 
a barn and store it for decades before 

reassembled a barn by hand to serve as 
the visitor center at Howell Living History 

a barn at Rockingham they will soon put 
back together. 

 

employees and interns taking down barns 
and  doing consultation work. Then the 
Great Recession brought everything 

shovel-ready projects, when there was an 
economic tightening and people stopped 
building,” says Greenwood. “We thought 

our clients had plenty of money -- their 
projects had been second houses, guest 
houses, caretaker cottages – but they 
were also on a budget and we had to cut 
back overhead. People didn’t want to be 
conspicuous in building, so we had to re-
invent ourselves to keep up.” 
 
Disassembling and reassembling a barn, 
building a wagon house and disassembling 
and reassembling a school house for the 
Schenck Farm, a historic site, in West 
Windsor. This project appealed to their 
fascination with history.  In the restored 
barn, retired farmers would gather and 
share stories, reminiscing about events 

Martians landing in nearby Grovers Mill.
 Endersby and Greenwood have also 
taken down barns and a schoolhouse 
to rebuild for Monroe Township, and 
will rebuild a barn and wagon house for 
Millstone Township. In Cranbury and 
Readington, they moved barns from one 
side of the road to the other.
 New Jersey Barn has its sights set 
on restoring the barn at the Historical 
Society’s Updike Farm.
 Although the partners are reluctant 
to say much about the TV show – the 
producer is still seeking sponsors – 

A wagon house from Sergeantsville rebuilt on Cherry Valley 

Paul Rocheleau.
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Clockwise from top right:  Seawife Antiques in Barnegat Light, originally in an old schoolhouse building, gained new space with a barn from Pennington; Parsonage Schoolhouse 
in Dutch Neck, designed in collaboration with Kevin Rasmussen, A.I.A., and Back to Nature Landscape Associates; Clover Hill Barn in Bernardsville is a pool house; Schenck 
Wagonhouse, Dutch Neck; a barn from Neshanic Station rebuilt in Sonoma, California.

NJBarns_Holiday2012.indd   7 11/8/12   3:31:22 PM



34   

Endersby describes it this way: “We show 
young men looking at barns, and we 
pass the torch, teaching people what we 
know in 10 episodes. It combines history, 
architecture, and different projects.”
 Shooting has taken place in the past 
year. Tentatively titled “Barn Struck,” 
the narrator in the promo piece describes 
barns as part of “America’s iconic 
agrarian past, a vital part of American 
history that if not saved will be lost 
forever.”
 One of the young men describes 
Endersby and Greenwood as “in this for 
the love of it, whether it makes money 
or not.”

 Endersby, an avid swimmer, has been 
going to the Dominican Republic since 
1984, where he enjoys the beach and golf 
courses. He has been investigating the 
vernacular architecture, photographing and 
drawing it, and owns a home. 
 He befriended resort developers, and 
convinced them to design the beach club, 
bungalows, changing rooms and clubhouse 

with perforated wooden doors and window 
transoms, known as tragaluz. It provides 
an opportunity for local craftsmen to 

hone their skills installing traditional 
woodwork, using locally available 
products. Endersby’s own home was 
built this way.
 He spends up to three months of 
the year in the Dominican Republic, 
and hopes to spend even more time. “I 

January than shoveling snow.”
 What if they run out of barns? 
“Not in our lifetime,” says Endersby. 

New Jersey Barn Company has expanded to the Dominican 
Republic, where Tragaluz, a subsidiary, is building structures 
in the vernacular style of the region. Drawings by Endersby.
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The 1787 Burroughs house originated 
in Hopewell. New Jersey Barn 

a new location for it in Hopewell.
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